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All of us, all of us want to belong to some-
thing larger than ourselves. I’m sure it’s why
you’re in Congress; I’m sure its why you de-
cided in the beginning, ‘‘I’m going to give up
this and do that, and it’s going to be difficult
for my family’’—because you wanted to serve
something larger than yourselves. It’s at the
heart of patriotism; it’s why we are devoted
to our churches, our universities, and, most
of all, to our country.

With that kind of allegiance—that kind of
devotion—we can rise to the occasion in a
greater fashion than we have any idea. And
we’ve done it time and again, we Americans.
Think what your institution has achieved. It
was Congress that created the Homestead
Act. It was Congress that ended slavery. It
was Congress that ended child labor. It was
Congress that built the Panama Canal and
the railroads. It was Congress that created
Social Security. It was Congress that passed
the Voting Rights Act. It was Congress that
sent Lewis and Clark to the West and sent us
on voyages to the moon.

Some acts of Congress like the Marshall
Plan or Lend Lease, as important as any
events in our century, were achieved under
crisis conditions. But it doesn’t have to be a
crisis condition. It can be an ennobling,
large, imaginative idea. A big idea.

Much of what has happened in our time has
been determined by outside forces. In the De-
pression, the national aspiration—the na-
tional ambition—was to get out of the De-
pression. In the Second World War, the na-
tional aspiration—the national ambition—
didn’t need to be defined, it was to win the
war. In the Cold War, the national aspiration
was to maintain our strength against the
threat of the Soviet menace, but at the same
time, maintain our open free way of life.

But now the Cold War is over. And outside
forces are not determining the national am-
bition. So what is it going to be?

Because we have the chance to choose. You
have the chance to choose. And as important
as balancing the budget may be, as impor-
tant as restoring civility and law and order
in the cities may be, as important as fourth-
grade testing may be, or school uniforms,
they aren’t the grand ennobling ideas that
have been at the heart of the American expe-
rience since the time of John Winthrop and
the ideal of the City on the Hill.

And we have the chance to do that. We
have the chance to create that—you have the
chance to do that. There has never been in
any of our lifetimes a moment of such oppor-
tunity as now with the Cold War over. And if
we just lift up our eyes a little and begin to
see what we might be able to do, we too—we
in our time—could be cathedral builders. We
can be a great founding generation, like the
founding fathers. And what a wonderful, up-
lifting, thrilling, unifying sense of purpose
that can provide. America itself at the very
beginning was a big idea; the biggest idea in
the political history of the world. That could
happen again.

John Adams, who was one of the most re-
markable of our Founding Fathers and
whose wife Abigail has left us a record un-
like that of any other spouse of a political
leader of that time, set something down on
paper in the Spring of 1776 that ought to be
better known, It’s called Thoughts on Gov-
ernment. It was originally written as a letter
to the eminent legal scholar, George Wythe
of Virginia. It was about twelve pages long
and when other Members of Congress asked
him for a copy he sat there, by candlelight,
at night in a room in a house across the
street from the City Tavern in Philadelphia,
copying it all down. And then Richard Henry
Lee of Virginia suggested that it be pub-
lished.

Keep in mind please that it was written be-
fore the Declaration of Independence. And

listen to the language, listen to the quality
of the language, which of course, is the qual-
ity of thinking. That’s what writing is:
thinking. That’s why it’s so hard.

‘‘It has been the will of heaven that we, the
Members of Congress, should be thrown into
existence in a period when the greatest phi-
losophers and lawgivers of antiquity would
have wished to have lived.’’ Right away, you
see, he’s saying, it is the will of heaven,
there are larger forces than we ourselves,
and he’s applying the moment against the
standard of the past: antiquity. It is to a
very large degree, a lesson in proportion. ‘‘A
period when a coincidence of circumstances
without an example has afforded to thirteen
colonies at once an opportunity at beginning
government anew from the foundation and
building as they choose.’’ New, unprece-
dented, and they may choose. ‘‘How few of
the human race have ever had an oppor-
tunity of choosing a system of government
for themselves and for their children.’’ And
here is the sentence I dearly love. ‘‘How few
have ever had anything more of choice in
government than in climate.’’

He proposed a bicameral legislature. ‘‘A
representative assembly,’’ he called it, ‘‘an
exact portrait in miniature of the people at
large,’’ balanced by a second ‘‘distinct’’
smaller legislative body that it may ‘‘check
and correct the errors of the other.’’ Checks
and balances. There was to be an executive
whose power was to include the appointment
of all judges, and command of the armed
forces, but who was to be chosen—and you’ll
like this—who was to be chosen by the two
houses of legislature and for no more than a
year at a time.

At the close, he also wrote this—and think
about this please, as maybe a clue to what
the cathedral we build might be. ‘‘Laws for
the liberal education of youth are so ex-
tremely wise and useful that to a humane
and generous mind no expense for this pur-
pose would be thought extravagant.’’

Then after another month or so he sat
down and wrote a letter to a friend back in
Massachusetts, a fellow son of Liberty. April
1776. Carved into a mantelpiece at the White
House, in the State Dining Room, is the
prayer—the wishful prayer taken from a let-
ter Adams wrote to his wife Abigail after his
second or third night as President in the
White House—the first American to occupy
the White House as President—in which he
says, ‘‘May only wise and honest men rule
here.’’

I offer for your consideration the possibil-
ity that what I’m about to read might be
carved, if not in a mantelpiece, somewhere
in our Capitol where it would have appro-
priate attention. I can think of almost no
other line from any of the founders so appro-
priate, so pertinent, to what you face—what
we all face—not just in problems, not just in
personal animosities or contention or rival-
ries, but what we face in the way of oppor-
tunity: to be builders as they were. Because
he establishes both a way and a warning:
‘‘We may please ourselves with the prospect
of free and popular governments. God grant
us the way. But I fear that in every assem-
bly, members will obtain an influence by
noise not sense, by meanness not greatness,
by ignorance not learning, by contracted
hearts not large souls. There is one thing my
dear sir that must be attempted and most sa-
credly observed or we are all undone. There
must be decency and respect and veneration
introduced for persons of every rank or we
are undone. In a popular government this is
our only way.’’

I salute you all. I salute you as a fellow
citizen, as a fellow American, as the father
of five children, as the grandfather of nine
children. I salute you as one who has spent a
good part of his working life trying to write
some of the history of your great institution.

Our country deserves better—from all of
us. But we look especially to our leaders as
we should rightfully do. And there are no
more important leaders than you. We don’t
expect you to be perfect. We do expect hard
work, diligence, imagination, a little humor,
civility, and especially, the sense that there
is really no limitation to what we, a free
people, can do. And that, with the grace of
God, and a common sense of purpose, there is
no limit—which has always been at the heart
of the vision of American since the begin-
ning.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. JOSÉ ‘‘JOE’’
TORRES

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 1997

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Mr. José ‘‘Joe’’ Torres, an artist in
the culinary field who for many years has sat-
isfied the most demanding palates at Jimmy’s
Bronx Cafe, in the Bronx, NY.

Mr. Torres was recognized for his culinary
ability in an article written by Josue R. Rivas
which was published in El Diario, on Decem-
ber 18, 1996.

A chef of Puerto Rican cuisine ‘‘por
excelencia,’’ Joe was born in Guaynabo, PR.
He credits his success to his mother, from
whom he first learned the art of cooking, and
later on, to the chefs with whom he worked in
New York City.

At Jimmy’s, Joe cooks everything and for all
occasions. One of his most overwhelming and,
at the same time, joyous times, is the Christ-
mas holiday season. He prepares the best
Puerto Rican roast pork, rice with black-eyed
peas, and ‘‘pasteles,’’ plantain dough filled
with roast pork and vegetables. The food is so
delicious that one almost forgets to leave
room to try his ‘‘coquito,’’ his glorious coconut
egg nog, for dessert.

Almost a synonym for the restaurant where
he works, Joe Torres welcomes the clientele
at Jimmy’s Bronx Cafe with the same warmth
with which he would receive friends and rel-
atives at home. At age 50, he is one of the
best chefs of Puerto Rican cooking in New
York City.

Even though I share Joe’s name and Puerto
Rican origins, I must admit I do not share his
ability for cooking. Hence, I feel most privi-
leged to try his dishes when I visit Jimmy’s
Bronx Cafe.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing José ‘‘Joe’’ Torres, for his ex-
traordinary culinary ability and for giving to all
of us visitors to Jimmy’s Bronx Cafe the joy of
tasting delicious Puerto Rican cuisine.
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RECOGNIZING A UNIQUE PARTNER-
SHIP IN THE CREATION OF AF-
FORDABLE HOMES

HON. JERRY LEWIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 1997

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, an
amazing and largely untold story has been de-
veloping for the past decade as nonprofits
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